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(57) ABSTRACT

An end effector assembly is presented including a pair of first
and second jaw members configured to move from a first
position in spaced relation relative to one another to a second
position for grasping tissue therebetween. The end effector
assembly further includes an actuation mechanism config-
ured to actuate the first and second jaw members relative to an
elongated shaft attached to a flexible catheter having a longi-
tudinal axis defined therethrough. Additionally, a spring
mechanism is disposed between a supporting member and a
distal most end of the elongated shaft, the spring mechanism
configured to apply constant sealing pressure between the
first and second jaw members irrespective of angular dis-
placement of the elongated shaft.
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1
APPARATUS FOR PERFORMING
ELECTROSURGICAL PROCEDURES
HAVING A SPRING MECHANISM
ASSOCIATED WITH THE JAW MEMBERS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an apparatus for perform-
ing a surgical procedure and, more particularly, to an electro-
surgical apparatus including an end effector having a pair of
jaw members for providing a mechanical advantage atthe end
effector.

2. Background of Related Art

Electrosurgical instruments, e.g., electrosurgical endo-
scopic forceps, are well known in the medical arts and typi-
cally include a housing, a handle assembly, a shaft and an end
effector assembly attached to a distal end of the shaft. The end
effector includes jaw members configured to manipulate tis-
sue. Typically, the electrosurgical instrument is operatively
and selectively coupled to an RF power source that is in
operative communication with a control system for perform-
ing an electrosurgical procedure. Electrosurgical endoscopic
forceps utilize both mechanical clamping action and electri-
cal energy to effect hemostasis by heating tissue and blood
vessels to coagulate, cauterize, seal, cut, desiccate, and/or
fulgurate tissue.

Typically, the jaw members include a highly conductive
seal plate and are pivotably coupled to one another via one or
more mechanical interfaces that provide a point of pivot for
one or both jaw members. For example, in certain instances,
a cam slot including a cam pin operably disposed therein and
apivot pin are operably coupled to the end effector and/or one
or both jaw members. In this instance, the cam slot, cam pin
and pivot pin collectively pivot and close one or both jaw
members. For added structural integrity, the cam slot, cam pin
and pivot pin are fabricated from metal.

In certain instances, to facilitate moving the jaw members
from an open position for grasping tissue to a closed position
for clamping tissue (or vice versa) such that a consistent,
uniform tissue effect (e.g., tissue seal) is achieved, one or
more types of suitable devices are operably associated with
the electrosurgical endoscopic forceps. For example, in some
instances, one or more types of springs, e.g., a compression
spring, are operably coupled to the handle assembly associ-
ated with the electrosurgical endoscopic forceps. In this
instance, the spring is operatively associated with a drive
assembly to facilitate actuation of a movable handle associ-
ated with the handle assembly to ensure that a specific closure
force between the jaw members is maintained within one or
more suitable working ranges.

In certain instances, the shaft bends or deforms during the
course of an electrosurgical procedure. For example, under
certain circumstances, a clinician intentionally bends or
articulates the shaft to gain mechanical advantage at the sur-
gical site. Or, under certain circumstances, the surgical envi-
ronment causes unintentional or unwanted bending or flexing
of the shaft, such as, for example, in the instance where the
shaft is a component of a catheter-based electrosurgical endo-
scopic forceps. When the shaft is bent or deformed, there are
frictional losses associated with a drive wire or cable trans-
lating through the shaft from the spring in the housing, which,
in turn, diminishes, impedes and/or prevents effective transfer
of'the closure force that is needed at the jaw members. More-
over, the frictional losses also lessen the operative life of the
spring, which, in turn, ultimately lessens the operative life of
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the surgical instrument. The spring allows for more flexibility
when passing through curves in the catheter.

An increased mechanical advantage and/or mechanical
efficiency with respect to transferring the closure force(s)
from the handle assembly to the jaw members may prove
advantageous in the relevant art.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure, an
end effector assembly is provided. The end effector assembly
includes a pair of first and second jaw members configured to
move from a first position in spaced relation relative to one
another to a second position for grasping tissue therebetween.
The end effector assembly further includes an actuation
mechanism configured to actuate the first and second jaw
members relative to an elongated shaft attached to a catheter
having a longitudinal axis defined therethrough. Additionally,
a spring mechanism is disposed between a supporting mem-
ber and a distal most end of the elongated shaft, the spring
mechanism configured to apply constant sealing pressure
between the first and second jaw members inespective of
angular displacement of the elongated shaft.

In accordance with another aspect of the present disclo-
sure, the first position defines a gap between the supporting
member and the distal most end of the elongated shaft. In
accordance with yet another aspect of the present disclosure,
the elongated shaft and the catheter are bendable or flexible
and the actuation mechanism includes at least one drive ele-
ment.

In accordance with another aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a cam pin is mounted by the supporting member, which
rides on a cam slot in the first jaw member, such that the first
jaw member closes with respect to the second jaw member.
The cam slot is disposed at an angle relative to the longitudi-
nal axis defined by the elongated shaft. The actuation mecha-
nism causes a camming member to be slidably received
within a cavity of the second jaw member to allow reception
of'the cam pin.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present dis-
closure, the spring mechanism is selected from a group
including a coil spring, and a cantilever spring. The spring
mechanism is rated at less than 120 pounds per square inch.
The spring mechanism provides a closure force of about 3
kg/cm? to about 16 kg/cm? between the pair of jaw members.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a tissue contacting surface of one of the first and second
jaw members includes a cutting assembly. A second actuation
mechanism actuates the cutting assembly to slidingly
advance across the tissue contacting surface of the second jaw
member along the longitudinal axis defined by the elongated
shaft to cut tissue disposed between the pair of jaw members.

In accordance with another aspect of the present disclo-
sure, an end effector assembly is provided. The end effector
assembly includes a pair of first and second jaw members
configured to move from a first position in spaced relation
relative to one another to a second position for grasping tissue
therebetween. An actuation mechanism is configured to actu-
ate the first and second jaw members relative to an elongated
shaft attached to a catheter having a longitudinal axis defined
therethrough. A spring mechanism is disposed between a
supporting member and a distal most end of the elongated
shaft, the spring mechanism configured to apply constant
sealing pressure between the first and second jaw members
irrespective of angular displacement of the elongated shaft.
Additionally, a cam slot is configured to cooperate with the
supporting member to receive a cam pin therethrough.
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In this description reference is made to bendable members.
These members are also referred to as turnable members or
flexible members. In the descriptions set out herein, terms
such as “bendable section,” “bendable segment,” “bendable
motion member,” or “turnable member” refer to an element of
the instrument that is controllably bendable in comparison to
an element that is pivoted at a joint. The bendable elements of
the present disclosure enable the fabrication of an instrument
that bends in any direction without any singularity and that is
further characterized by a ready capability to bend in any
direction, all with a single unitary or uni-body structure. A
definition of these bendable motion members may be: an
instrument element, formed either as a controller or some-
thing that is controlled, and that is capable of being con-
strained by tension or compression forces to deviate from a
straight line to a curved configuration without any sharp
breaks and/or angularity.

In the figures and in the description that follows, in which
like reference numerals identify similar or identical elements,
the term “proximal” refers to the end of the apparatus which
is closest to the operator during use, while the term “distal”
refers to the end which is farthest from the operator, as is
traditional.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments of the presently disclosed surgical
instrument or end effector assembly are described hereinbe-
low with references to the drawings, wherein:

FIG.11s a side view of an end effector assembly, with a pair
of jaw members shown in a closed position, in accordance
with a first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the end effector assembly, with the
pair of jaw members shown in an open position, in accordance
with the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a perspective, front view of the end effector
assembly, with the pair of jaw members shown in the open
position, in accordance with the first embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a side view of the end effector assembly, with the
pair of jaw members shown in the closed position, where a
cutting knife assembly is not exposed, in accordance with a
second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a side view of the end effector assembly, with the
pair of jaw members shown in the open position, where the
cutting knife assembly is exposed, in accordance with the
second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a perspective, front view of the end effector
assembly, with the pair of jaw members shown in the open
position, where the cutting knife assembly is exposed, in
accordance with the second embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 7 is an exploded view of the end effector assembly of
FIG. 3 with parts separated, in accordance with the present
disclosure;

FIG. 8 is an exploded view of the end effector assembly of
FIG. 6 with parts separated, in accordance with the present
disclosure; and

FIG. 9 is a side view of the end effector assembly, with the
pair of jaw members shown in the closed position, where a
gap “G” is depicted when the jaw members are not latched, in
accordance with the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Further scope of applicability of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the detailed description given herein-
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after. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating particular
embodiments of the present disclosure, are given by way of
illustration only, since various changes and modifications
within the spirit and scope of the present disclosure will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed
description.

Detailed embodiments of the present disclosure are dis-
closed herein; however, the disclosed embodiments are
merely exemplary of the disclosure, which is embodied in
various forms. Therefore, specific structural and functional
details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting,
but merely as a basis for the claims and as a representative
basis for teaching one skilled in the art to variously employ
the present disclosure in virtually any appropriately detailed
structure.

With reference to FIGS. 1-9, illustrative embodiments of
end effector assemblies 100, 200, 300, 400, 500 associated
with an electrosurgical apparatus (not shown) for performing
an electrosurgical procedure are shown. In the exemplary
embodiments, the end effector assemblies are operatively and
selectively coupled to an electrosurgical generator (not
shown) for performing an electrosurgical procedure. Alterna-
tively, the end effector assemblies may be battery-powered.
An electrosurgical procedure includes sealing, cutting, cau-
terizing coagulating, desiccating, and/or fulgurating tissue all
of which employ RF energy. The generator is configured for
monopolar and/or bipolar modes of operation. The generator
includes or is in operative communication with a system (not
shown) that includes one or more processors in operative
communication with one or more control modules that are
executable on the one or more processors.

Turning now to FIGS. 1-3 and 7, end effector assembly 100
includes opposing jaw members 10, 20 that mutually coop-
erate to grasp, seal and, in some eases, divide tubular vessels
and vascular tissues. The pair of opposing jaw members 10,
20 cooperates with or is operatively associated with support-
ing member 30. First jaw member 10 cooperates with sup-
porting member 30 via cam slot 36. Cam slot 36 is configured
to receive cam pin 34 to allow the pair of opposing jaws 10, 20
to move relative to each other. The pair of opposing jaw
members 10, 20 further include pivot pin 32 for securing the
pair of opposing jaw members 10, 20 to each other. Support-
ing member 30 is configured to operatively cooperate with
elongated shaft 60 via one or more cables 40 and spring
mechanism 50. In general, as mentioned above, end effector
assembly 100 is configured to be operatively associated with
or operatively communicate with any type of surgical instru-
ment having any type of handle assembly and any type of
energizing means.

In FIG. 1, jaw members 10, 20 are shown in a first position
or closed position. In FIGS. 2 and 3, jaw members 10, 20 are
shown in a second position or an open position. In the closed
position, first and second jaw members 10, 20 cooperate to
perform one or more of the following: grasp, cauterize, cut,
and seal tissue. First jaw member 10 includes tissue contact-
ing surface 12 that opposes a corresponding tissue contacting
surface 22 on second jaw member 20. Second jaw member 20
also includes one or more stop members 24.

Additionally, first jaw member 10 is movable, whereas
second jaw member 20 is stationary (unilateral jaw design).
Alternatively, both first jaw member 10 and second jaw mem-
ber 20 may be movable relative to each other (bilateral jaw
design). Any type of suitable movable/stationary configura-
tion for jaw members 10, 20 may be constructed.

Proximal end of first jaw member 10 includes a generally
rectangular configuration including a cam slot 36 defined
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therein that includes geometry of suitable proportion to
securely affix first jaw member 10 to second jaw member 20.
Inthe embodiments illustrated in FIGS.1-3,7,and 9, cam slot
36 includes a generally oval or elliptical configuration defined
by a generally oval sidewall having four generally arcuate
corners. More particularly, cam slot 36 includes a generally
oval configuration having a height, length and width each
proportioned.

A portion of proximal end of first jaw member 10 is oper-
ably secured to supporting member 30, which acts as a rigid
center post. To this end, supporting member 30 is made from
a non-conductive (or partially conductive) material. Suitable
materials that supporting member 30 is formed from include
but are not limited to plastic, ceramic, metals, metal alloys,
and so forth.

In operation, supporting member 30 is in operative com-
munication with one or more cables 40 forming a drive ele-
ment 520 (see FIG. 9) of a drive assembly or actuation mecha-
nism (not shown) such that movement of the drive element
520 causes one or both jaw members 10, 20 to move from the
opened position to the closed or clamping position. Thus, the
actuation mechanism is a drive element 520 having one or
more cables 40. For example, in one particular embodiment,
when the drive element 520 is “pulled,” i.e., moved or trans-
lated proximally, one or both jaw members 10, 20 is/are
caused to move toward each other. In an alternate embodi-
ment, when the drive element 520 is “pushed,” i.e., moved or
translated proximally, one or both jaw members 10, 20 are
caused to move toward each other. In certain instances, it is
useful to have a drive element 520 and/or one or more cables
40 that are flexible. The one or more cables 40 extend from the
proximal-most end of elongated shaft 60 to jaw members 10,
20 via supporting member 30.

A portion of first jaw member 10 further defines cam slot
36 and a pivot pin opening 33 (see FIG. 7) each configured
such that one or both jaw members 10, 20, e.g., jaw member
10, pivots with respect to the other jaw member, e.g., jaw
member 20, while providing electrical insulation for cam slot
36 and pivot pin 32 from one or more electrical components
associated with one or both jaw members 10, 20. Pivot pin 32
need not be preloaded since pivot pin 32 is not in tension
under the present structural configuration of placing spring
mechanism 50 directly next to jaw members 10, 20. Addi-
tionally, by not preloading pivot pin 32, frictional losses are
reduced.

Therefore, as seen in FIG. 1, the closure force is the spring
force until the one or more cables 40 of drive element 520 (see
FIG. 9) bottom out. In other words, the drive element 520 gets
pulled against the force of the spring mechanism 50 and
closes the gap “G.” When the drive element 520 bottoms out
against the stop member 24 (see FIG. 3), an appropriate
sealing pressure is applied to the pair of jaw members 10, 20.
Additionally, the cam pin 34 is mounted by supporting mem-
ber 30, which rides on the cam slot 36 of the first jaw member
10, such that the first and second jaw members 10, 20 are in a
closed position.

Spring mechanism 50 may be, a coil spring and a cantilever
spring. In one embodiment, spring mechanism 50 is rated at
less than 120 pounds per square inch and is configured to
provide a closure force of about 3 kg/cm? to about 16 kg/cm?.

Elongated shaft 60 may be attached to a flexible or bend-
able catheter 70 (see FIG. 9). There are several advantages
brought forth by employing bendable sections for elongated
shaft 60 particularly as opposed to other mechanisms such as
pivotal joints or ball-and-socket joints. One attribute of the
bendable member, especially for bending in two degrees of
freedom is uniformity in bending. Because the bendable
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member bends in any direction uniformly, it has no inherent
singularity, and as a result, the operator produces uniform
rolling motion of the tool, an important motion for tasks such
as suturing, simply by rolling the control handle. On the other
hand, if motion members are comprised of series of pivotal
joints, not only does it bind due to singularities, but the rolling
of the control handle results in unwanted side motion of the
tool as well, thus affecting its usability for surgical
procedure(s).

Inuse, initially jaw members 10, 20 are in an open position.
For example, tissue is positioned between jaw members 10,
20 and, subsequently, a movable handle (not explicitly
shown) is moved to cause one or more cables 40 of the drive
element 520 (see FIG. 9) to move proximally. Proximal
movement of the drive element 520 causes cam pin 34 posi-
tioned within cam slot 36 associated with jaw member 10 to
move proximally, which, in turn, causes one or both jaw
members, e.g., jaw member 10, to move toward the other jaw
member, e.g., jaw member 20, such that tissue is clamped
between jaw members 10, 20. Thus, the closure force is the
spring force until the drive element 520 bottoms out.

Furthermore, with reference to FIG. 9, gap 510 is shown, in
aconfiguration 500 where jaw members 10, 20 are not latched
for seal pressure. Drive element 520 pulls cam pin 34. Drive
element 520 is then pulled against a force of spring 50 and
closes gap 510. When drive element 520 bottoms out against
stop members 24, 230, the appropriate sealing pressure is
applied to jaw members 10, 20. FIGS. 1-3, 7, and 9 depict jaw
members 10, 20 being in a closed position, but not latched for
seal pressure, since drive element 520 has been pulled against
the force of spring mechanism 50. In such configurations, the
sealing pressure applied to jaws 10, 20 may be suitable for the
intended application. Thus, when gap 510 is closed, proper
sealing pressure is applied even after jaw members 10, 20 go
around one or more corners (which creates frictional losses).
In contrast, when gap 510 is present, jaw members 10, 20 are
not yet latched for seal pressure.

Spring mechanism 50 is positioned between supporting
member 30 and a distal-most end of elongated shaft 60, such
that sealing forces applied to first and second jaw members
10, 20 are offloaded by the spring mechanism 50 independent
of movement of elongated shaft 60. In other words, by locat-
ing jaw members 10, 20 directly adjacent spring mechanism
50, instead of the handle assembly (not shown), one or more
cables 40 extending the length of elongated shaft 60 experi-
ence some minimal frictional losses due to the bending of
elongated shaft 60. But those frictional losses do not affect the
sealing pressure between jaw members 10, 20. Thus, the
spring mechanism 50 is configured to adjust sealing pressure
of'the first and second jaw members 10, 20, while the first and
second jaw members 10, 20 are angularly displaced during
advancement of the catheter 70 (see FIG. 9) within a subject.

Spring mechanism 50 is typically preloaded to provide for
suitable stiffness and for the most suitable jaw closing forces.
As a result, suitable jaw forces or seal pressure is entirely
independent of the longitudinal axis or longitudinal path
defined by elongated shaft 60. Therefore, frictional losses due
to bending of elongated shaft 60 are minimized due to the
positioning of spring mechanism 50 closer to jaw members
10, 20. Further, the drive element may be overloaded so that
any frictional losses in the drive element 520 do not affect the
required forces necessary to effect a seal (by virtue of spring
mechanism 50 regulating the closure forces).

Consequently, spring mechanism 50 does not bias jaw
members 10, 20. In such a structural configuration, as
described in the example embodiments, jaw members 10, 20
are biased solely by the one or more cables 40 or drive
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element 520 that is in operative communication with support-
ing member 30, which, in turn, imparts energy for movement
of jaw members 10, 20 in relation to each other via cam slot
36 and cam pin 34.

In a second embodiment 200 of the present disclosure,
referring to FIGS. 4-6 and 8, cutting assembly 210 (see FIG.
6) is provided. Cutting assembly 210 includes knife 211 and
is positioned on tissue contacting surface 22 of second jaw
member 20. The actuation mechanism that includes cables 40
actuates cutting assembly 210 to slidingly advance knife 211
across tissue contacting surface 22 along recessed path 220
(see FIG. 6) that is parallel to the longitudinal axis of elon-
gated shaft 60.

Thus, cutting assembly 210 is disposed between opposing
jaw members 10, 20 of end effector assembly 200. Cutting
assembly 210 and end effector assembly 200 are indepen-
dently operable relative to one another, e.g., a trigger assem-
bly (not shown) actuates cutting assembly 210 and handle
assembly (not shown) actuates end effector assembly 200.
Cutting assembly 210 is generally cut in a progressive, uni-
directional fashion (e.g., distally), however, cutting assembly
210 may be configured to cut bi-directionally depending upon
a particular purpose.

Cutting assembly 210 also includes a locking mechanism
(not explicitly shown) for preventing actuation of knife 211 in
any place across the length of tissue contacting surface 22.
Cutting assembly 210 is also fully or partially disposed within
supporting member 30. Also, cutting assembly 210 may or
may not be insulated.

Additionally, at least one jaw member, e.g., second jaw
member 20, includes one or more stop member 230 (see FI1G.
6), that limit(s) the movement of the two opposing jaw mem-
bers 10, 20 relative to one another. Stop member 230 extends
from tissue contacting surface 22 a predetermined distance
according to the specific material properties (e.g., compres-
sive strength, thermal expansion, etc.) to yield a gap distance
during sealing (e.g., between about 0.001 inches to about
0.006 inches). Stop member 230 is made from an insulative
material, e.g., parylene, nylon and/or ceramic and are config-
ured to limit opposing movement of jaw members 10, 20 to
within the above mentioned gap range or other suitable gap.
Stop member 230 may be disposed one or both jaw members
10, 20.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, exploded views 300,400 ofend
effector assemblies 100, 200 of FIGS. 3 and 6, respectively,
are presented.

FIG. 7 additionally includes camming member 310 that is
received by supporting member 30, as well as washer 320 that
secures pivot pin 32 to first jaw member 10. The camming
member 310 is slidably received in cavity 27 to allow for the
reception of cam pin 34. Moreover, jaw flange 21 houses a
channel 31 for cam pin 34 to ride on. In other words, the jaw
flange 21 is configured to allow reception of the cam pin 34.
Thus, the cam pin 34 supports camming member 310 in a
cuff-like manner. As a result, a constant closure force is
applied, such that the camming member 310 moves with the
cam pin 34, the cam pin 34 moving within the cam surface.
When the cam pin 34 moves back, it causes the jaw member
10 to slide down to clamp tissue. Furthermore, opening 11 of
jaw member 10 is bifurcated to define cavity 13 therebetween
and configured to encompass flange 21 of the second jaw
member 20.

FIG. 8 additionally includes camming member 410 that is
received by supporting member 30, as well as washer 420 that
secures pivot pin 32 to first jaw member 10. Similarly to FIG.
7, the camming member 410 is slidably received in cavity 27
to allow for the reception of cam pin 34. Moreover, jaw flange
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21 houses a channel 31 for cam pin 34 to ride on. In other
words, the jaw flange 21 is configured to allow reception of
the cam pin 34. Thus, the cam pin 34 supports camming
member 410 in a cuff-like manner. As a result, a constant
closure force is applied, such that the camming member 410
moves with the cam pin 34, the cam pin 34 moving within the
cam surface. When the cam pin 34 moves back, it causes the
jaw member 10 to slide down to clamp tissue. Furthermore,
opening 11 of jaw member 10 is bifurcated to define cavity 13
therebetween and configured to encompass flange 21 of the
second jaw member 20.

In an alternate embodiment, jaw members 10, 20 may be
curved in order to reach specific anatomical structures. For
example, jaw members 10, 20 may be configured at an angle
of about 50 degrees to about 70 degrees for accessing and
sealing specific anatomical structures relevant to prostatecto-
mies and cystectomies, e.g., the dorsal vein complex and the
lateral pedicles.

Moreover, the instrument(s) of the present disclosure may
be constructed to be disposable or alternatively reposable.
Accordingly, to make the instrument(s) as inexpensively as
possible most of the components are made of a plastic mate-
rial. End effector assemblies 100, 200, and 500 are designed
such that they are fully or partially disposable depending
upon a particular purpose or to achieve a particular result. For
example, end effector assemblies 100, 200, and 500 may be
selectively and releasably engageable with the distal end of
elongated shaft 60 attached to a catheter 70 (see FIG. 9). In
such an instance, end effector assemblies 100, 200, 500 are
considered “partially disposable” or “reposable,” i.e., a new
or different end effector assembly 100, 200, 500 selectively
replaces the old end effector assembly 100, 200, 500 as
needed.

From the foregoing and with reference to the various figure
drawings, those skilled in the art will appreciate that certain
modifications may also be made to the present disclosure
without departing from the scope of the same. For example,
other spring mechanisms such as, for example, foam, spring
washers, bellows and compressed air and so forth, is operably
associated with any of the aforementioned jaw components,
and utilized to generate a closure or sealing force at the jaw
members.

It will be understood that there are to be no limitations as to
the dimensions and shape of the jaw members, including the
supporting member and spring mechanism, or the materials
from which the jaw members and spring mechanism are
manufactured or the electronics that are used to run such end
effector assembly. Itis to be realized that the optimum dimen-
sional relationships for the parts of the present disclosure, to
include variations in size, materials, shape, form, function
and manner of operation, assembly and use, are deemed
readily apparent and obvious to one skilled in the art, and all
equivalent relationships to those illustrated in the drawings
and described in the specification are intended to be encom-
passed by the present disclosure.

While several embodiments of the disclosure have been
shown in the drawings, it is not intended that the disclosure be
limited thereto, as it is intended that the disclosure be as broad
in scope as the art will allow and that the specification be read
likewise. Therefore, the above description should not be con-
strued as limiting, but merely as exemplifications of particu-
lar embodiments. Those skilled in the art will envision other
modifications within the scope and spirit of the claims
appended hereto.
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What is claimed is:

1. An end effector assembly, comprising:

apair of first and second jaw members configured to move

from a first position in spaced relation relative to one
another to a second position for grasping tissue therebe-
tween;

an actuation mechanism configured to actuate the first and

second jaw members relative to an elongated shaft, the
elongated shaft attached to a catheter, and the elongated
shaft having a longitudinal axis defined therethrough;
and

aspring mechanism having a first end and a second end, the

spring mechanism configured to apply constant sealing
forces between the first and second jaw members irre-
spective of angular displacement of the elongated shaft
with respect to the longitudinal axis,

wherein the first end of the spring mechanism engages a

supporting member configured to secure the first and
second jaw members therewith and a second end of the
spring mechanism engages a distal end of the elongated
shaft.

2. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the elongated shaft includes an interior defined therein and the
spring mechanism is disposed outside of the interior of the
elongated shaft.

3. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the elongated shaft and the catheter are bendable.

4. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the actuation mechanism includes at least one drive element.

5. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
a cam pin is mounted within the supporting member, which
rides on a cam slot in the first jaw member, such that the first
jaw member closes with respect to the second jaw member.

6. The end effector assembly according to claim 5, wherein
the cam slot is disposed at an angle relative to the longitudinal
axis defined by the elongated shaft.

7. The end effector assembly according to claim 5, wherein
the actuation mechanism causes a camming member to be
slidably received within a cavity of the second jaw member to
allow reception of the cam pin.

8. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the spring mechanism is selected from a group including a
coil spring, and a cantilever spring.

9. The end effector assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the spring mechanism is rated at less than 120 pounds per
square inch.

10. The end effector assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the spring mechanism provides a closure force of
about 3 kg/cm?® to about 16 kg/cm?® between the pair of jaw
members.

11. The end effector assembly according to claim 1,
wherein a tissue contacting surface of one of the first and
second jaw members includes a cutting assembly.
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12. The end effector assembly according to claim 11,
wherein a second actuation mechanism actuates the cutting
assembly to slidingly advance across the tissue contacting
surface of the second jaw member along the longitudinal axis
defined by the elongated shaft to cut tissue disposed between
the pair of jaw members.

13. An end effector assembly, comprising:

a pair of first and second jaw members configured to move
from a first position in spaced relation relative to one
another to a second position for grasping tissue therebe-
tween;

an actuation mechanism configured to actuate the first and
second jaw members relative to an elongated shaft, the
elongated shaft attached to a catheter, and the elongated
shaft having a longitudinal axis defined therethrough;

a spring mechanism having a first end and a second end, the
spring mechanism configured to apply constant sealing
forces between the first and second jaw members irre-
spective of angular displacement of the elongated shaft
with respect to the longitudinal axis; and

a cam slot configured to cooperate with the supporting
member to receive a cam pin therethrough,

wherein the first end of the spring mechanism engages a
supporting member configured to secure the first and
second jaw members therewith and a second end of the
spring mechanism engages a distal end of the elongated
shaft.

14. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein the elongated shaft includes an interior defined
therein and the spring mechanism is disposed outside of the
interior of the elongated shaft.

15. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein the elongated shaft and the catheter are bendable.

16. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein the actuation mechanism includes at least one drive
element.

17. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein the spring mechanism is selected from a group
including a coil spring, and a cantilever spring.

18. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein the spring mechanism is rated at less than 120 pounds
per square inch.

19. The end effector assembly according to claim 13,
wherein a tissue contacting surface of one of the first and
second jaw members includes a cutting assembly.

20. The end effector assembly according to claim 19,
wherein a second actuation mechanism actuates the cutting
assembly to slidingly advance across the tissue contacting
surface of the second jaw member along the longitudinal axis
defined by the elongated shaft to cut tissue disposed between
the pair of jaw members.
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